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sensation here, and that the many enemies of France
are already making numberless conjectures in regard
to the consequences of a plot that has failed, but
from which they nevertheless expect the greatest
results. Inasmuch as it is a long time since we have
had any direct news from our armies, some agitators
pretend that our troops are really exterminated, and
that His Majesty the Emperor is no longer living.
Russia has especial advantages for disseminating in
Europe false reports. A great many of its richest
aobles, especially women, are to be found everywhere,
living in the highest society, and attracting by their
lavish expenditures a herd of parasites, who are ready
to flatter them and to serve their purposes. It is to
them that we must ascribe the wild rumors circulat-
ing in Europe. I notice, in fact, by my letters from
Milan and Paris, that the false news, so common
here, flood likewise those two capitals: I may even
add that for everything concerning Spain, Paris and
Milan take the initiative." It was in vain that Marie
Louise wrote to her father, November 21,1812: ** I
am not alarmed by the disorder which a few insane
men have caused, for I know too well the good char-
acter of the people, and their devotion to the Em-
peror, to have a moment's fear " ; the blow had told*
Up to that time the French administration and ex-
cellent police had been regarded as the cornerstone
of the Imperial government. From that moment,
doubts were felt all over Europe concerning the
solidity of the edifice, and people began to say that